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VOA CORRESPONDENT HARK HOPKINS HAS BEEN IN WARSAW 
TALING WITH POLISH OFFICIALS AND OTHERS AND HAS THIS REPORT 
ON SOME CURRENT DEVELOPHENTS. 

VOICE: 

THE POLITICAL FACT OF LIFE HERE SAYS THAT HOWEVER SOVIET- 
AMERICAN DETENTE GOES, SO GCES POLAND'S OWN WESTERN POLICY. 
POLIS! OFFICIALS RECOGNIZE THAT SOVIET-AHERICAN RELATIONS 
ARE NOT GOING AS WELL NOW AS THEY WERE Ii THE RECENT PAST, AND 
THE OFFICIALS ARE ALREADY CONCERNED. 

POLAND, IN ITS OWN [}ITERESTS, HAS PROFITED FROM DETENTE. 
IT HELPED OPEN THE DOOR POLITICALLY, AS WELL AS ECONOMICALLY, 
TO HUGE FOREIGI! CREDITS AND PURCHASES OF NEEDED TECHHOLOGY 
FROM WESTERN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES, 

THESE THOUSANDS OF HIILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN INVESTHENTS 
OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS HAVE HAD SEVERAL RESULTS. FIRST, 
POLISH ECONOMISTS SAY, THEY HAVE PROVIDED POLAND WITH MODERN 
INDUSTRY AND NOW POLISH EXPORTS CAN COMPETE BETTER ON 
WESTERN MARKETS, BRINGING I EVEN MORE INCOME, ANOTHER RESULT 


A LARGE FOREIGN DEST If! HARD CURRENCY ~- ESTIMATED AT UP TO 


1s 


EIGHT THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS BY WESTERN ANALYSTS. AND A THIRD 


RESULT, IS A SHIFTING OF THE POLISH TRADE PATTERN FROM ABOUT 
ONE-THIRD WITH CAPITALIST COUNTRIES, INCLUDING JAPAN, TO 
ABOUT ONE-HALF-=THE RENAINDER BEING WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND 


OTHER COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. 
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POLAND WANTS TO PURSVE TIE POLICIES THAT HAVE HELPED 
BRING NEV PROSPERITY TO THE COULITRY AND POLISH OFFICIALS 
INDICATE THAT THE POLICIES ARE EASIER IN A TINE WHEN THE 
SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES ARE DEVELOPING BETTER 
RELATIONS, 

BUT EVEN WITH THE BLOOM OFF DETENTE, POLAND REIIAINS COMMITTED 
TO IT. POLISH RELATIONS WITH VEST GERMANY ARE BEING LOOKED ON 
HERE AS ONE IMPORTANT WAY THAT POLAND CAN PURSUE RELAXATION OF 
TENSEONS, POLISH PARTY LEADER EDWARD GIEREK IS PLANNING TO 
VISIT WEST GERMANY, PROGASLY IN JUNE, AND POLISH OFFICIALS ARE 
ALREADY DESCRIBING THAT VISIT AS SIGNIFICANT FOR EAST-WEST 
RELATIONS IM GENERAL. WEST GERIIANY IS ALSO A HAJOR TRADING 
PARTNER AND THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS ARE IMPORTANT TO POLAND, THE 
GIEREX LEADERSHIP 1S TRYING TO MAINTAIN AN ECONOMIC GROWTH 
THAT IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS HAS BROUGHT VISIBLE IHPROVEMENTS 
TO CONSUMERS. HOVEVER, THAT Hit! PROSPERITY HAS PRODUCED 
THBALANCES IN THE ECONOMY AND THE LEADERSHIP IS NOW FACED WITH 
MAKING PRICE "ADUUSTNENTS'T, THEY ARE BEING PLANNED CAREFULLY, 
WITH THE RECOLLECTION OF THE DECEMBER NINETEEN SEVENTY WORKER 
RIOTS THAT TOPPLED THE GONULKA LEADERSHIP WHICH HAD RAISED 
PRICES JUST BEFORE CHRISTIAS, 

THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP HAD SOMETHING OF A SETBACK IN FORMING 
A NEW CONSTITUTION. THE STRONG CATHOLIC CHURCH AND POLISH 
INTELLECTUALS OBJECTED TO WORDING IN THE DOCUMENT ON THE ROLE 
OF THE PARTY, AND Of! POLISH TIES WITH THE SOVIET UNION, THEY 
SUCCEEDED IN HAVING THE \JORDS WATERED DOWN, AFTER AN UNEXPECTED 


UPSURGE OF PUBLIC DEBATE OVER THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION, 
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THE CARE BEING TAKEN Il! PLANNING PRICE CHANGES, AND THE 
REVISION OF THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION DEMONSTRATE A CLEAR 
SENSITIVITY OF THE GIEREK LEADERSHIP TO PUBLIC OPINION HERE, 
IT ES MATCHED BY THE GOVERNMENT'S OWN SENSITIVITY TO FOREIGN 
OPINION-~ESPECIALLY IN THE WEST--TOWARD POLAND. AND THERE 1S 
A NEW EFFORT TO SHOW POLAND ABROAD AS A MUCH DIFFERENT 
COUNTRY THAN IN GOMULKA'S TIMES -- THE SUGGESTION, EVEN IF 
MADE OBLIQUELY, BEING THAT POLAND IS A RAPIOLY HODERNIZING 
COUNTRY, MORE INDEPENDENT, AND HORE OPEN, 
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